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many, but they were not to destroy it The system remained
strong enough to restrain and canalize the spirit of adven-
ture and the fears which those upheavals spread through-
out Europe; strong enough to multiply and distribute the
benefits of the Revolution all over the world, and finally
to accomplish yet another, even more important task,
the greatest one of all. The existence of a strong European
system has never implied and never will imply perpetual
peace; wars may be necessary for the maintenance and the
further development of the system. But every worth-while
system, if it wishes to exist, must be capable of localizing
and limiting the wars which may occur in it. The system
created by the Congress of Vienna succeeded in doing)
that with the wars caused by the Revolution of 1848 and
those which followed it: the Crimean War in 1856, the
Italian War of Independence in 1859, the Austro-Prussian
War in 1866, the Franco-Prussian War in 1870, and the
Russo-Turkish War in 1877-1878. It did not fall until
1914, with the start of the World War, and it fell then
because it was no longer strong enough to localize and
limit the war. And then, in a flood of misfortunes, all
the evils of the Revolution swept down on the world:
the overthrow of the law of nations, the militarization of
peoples, coups d'dtats> unrestrained wars, totalitarian gov-
ernments, distorted democracies, the subversion of laws in
every country, universal fear. The second great panic in
modern history had begun.
The Revolution as a creative or a destructive force? A
new orientation of mankind, liberty, equality, fraternity?
Or permanent revolution, subversion of all laws, universal
chaos, panic, and brutality? A century and a. quarter
later, mankind once again, like the Congress of Vienna, is
facing this dilemma. Why? Wherein lies the fundamental
significance of the antithesis between *the good and-the ^
bad of the Revolution, which we are unable to eliminate?
In order to answer this important question, let us take
another look into the mysteries of prder, after having